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1 Cor, X. 31. 


——IWhatſoever ye do, do all to the 
Cin ff Gop. 


H E Apoſtle having reſolyed a 
HE particular Caſe of Conſcience, 
LY 07 concerning the Lawfulneſs of 
S Chriſtians eating what had been 

N offered in Sacrifice to Pagan 
Idols, proceeds by Way of Inference, to lay 
down this general Rule for their Conduct, that 
the Glory of GoD ought to be the governing 
Principle, and the ultimate End of all their 
Deſigns and Actions. A Rule, the moſt per- 
fect f any that can be imagined, the Source 
and Spring of all true Piety and Vertue; ſince 
it obliges us to exert our conſtant and utmoſt 


Endeavours in, i 7 be like the greateſt 
and 


e 
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4 The Duty of doing all Things 

and beſt of Beings, to be always carrying on, as 
far as in us lieth, the infinitely wiſe and good 
Schemes of the Creator of the Univerſe, and to 
be doing his Will on Earth, as it is in Heaven, 
Since it extends, not only to the eſſential Duties 
of natural and revealed Religion, but to the mi- 
nuteſt Particulars and Circumſtances of human 
Life, even to eating and drinking, to Things in 
their own Nature indifferent : and then engages 
us in all of them to have an habitual Regard of 
God upon our Minds, and to chuſe and act in 
ſuch a Manner, as will moſt conduce to his Ho- 
nour and Service ; which, by his own wiſe Ap- 
pointment of Things, are ſo inſeparably united 
to the Good of his Creatures, that if we (a) follow 
St. Paul, as he did CHRIS, in glorifying Gon, 
we ſhall find our trueſt Happineſs, even whilſt 
we ſeek the Profit of many that they , may be 
ſaved (6). The Words therefore of my Text do 
naturally lead me to conſider, 


I. Firſt, Tat Nature and Obligations of the 
Duty, which the Apoſtle here enjoins. 


II. Secondly, TH Extent of it. And when 
this is done, the Application of them to our 
preſent Meeting will be the moſt obvious 
and proper Inference I can make. 


(s) Chap. xi. 1. (6) Chap. x 33. 
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I. Fir}t, I am to conſider the Nature and O- 
bligations of the Duty, which -the-4poftle: here 
enjoins. The Glory of any Being, is to act in all 
Reſpects agreeably to the Perfections of its Na- 
ture, and the unchangeable Relations of Things: 
and as Go is abſolutely free, as well as infi- 
nitely wiſe and powerful, and may do whatſe- 
ever pleaſeth him in Heaven. and- in Earth; his 
Glory will reſult from contriving and executing 
ſuch Plans of Creation and Government, as the 
moſt perfect Reaſon and Goodneſs fhall approve. 
So that all other Beings, as they are Creatures of 
his Will, and live and act by his Permiſſion, can- 
not, ſtrictly ſpeaking, contribute to his (c) Glory 
(which flows from the right Exerciſe of his own 
Attributes) otherwiſe:than as they conſpire with 
him by aà true Uſe of all the Powers and Fa- 
culties he has given them in finiſhing his great 
and good Deſigns. - And thus indeed, as all 
Beings were (4) created and formed for the 
Glory of Go p, their Maker and -Preſetver; ſo in 
whatſoever they do, they may and ought to con- 
ſult and promote it. To this Senſe my Text, 
and other like Paſſages in Scripture, may be ac- 
commodated, according to the: various Matters 
and Occaſions to which they are applied. —Thus 
the inanimate and irrational Parts of the Creation 
are ſaid to (e) Snare and — — the _y of 
Gov, 


(e) Ecelus. xlii. 21. "yy ot Wit 7. 0 Pſal. xix. N 
ſervations of the Son of Sirach (Ccelus. xlii, xliii.) on this Subject 
are very juſt and beautiful. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
L 


4 TAX Dit) ofidoingia/l Things 

Go p, becauſe they conſtantly obey his Laws, and 
by»cheircexcellentiVariety(1Beaury, and wonder- 
ful Contrivnnce and Fitnels to their proper and 
reſpective Ends and Uſes, together with an ex- 
quiſite Regularity in all their Motions, do make 
the.:Syſtem-//of the Univerſe: to manifeſt unto us 
the .inexpreffible Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs 
of the Deity. 80 likewiſe all Intellectual Be- 
ings, Men and Angels, who are made in the 
Image, and after the' Likeneſi of} G o » himſelf, 
are faid to do all Things to his Glory, when in 
every Deſign and Action they: ute. their Unders 
ſtanding, Reaſon, and Liberty, in ſuch a Manner, 
as that the divine Perfections may ſhine N 
bright, f in the morul as in the natural World. 
Fo as the true Ghν of every earthly Prince 
conſiſts in a right Admifiiſtration of his Kingdom, 
in the good Qualities and Happineſs of his Sub- 
jects, in their chearful . and ready Obedience to 
his Will, and in the regular Diſcharge of their 
reſpective; Offices and Duties: Even ſo it is with 
the Governor of the Univerſe; he at firſt made 
every Thing gad and perfect in its Kind, and 
from thence has Reaſon to expect, that all Intelli- 
gent, moral Agents ſhould, like himſelf, do what 
is abſolutely beſt and fitteſt for them in their 
reſpectiye Stations of being; that they ſhould 
live as worthy Subjects of his Kingdom, and con- 
tribute every one his Share towards the Oeconomy, 


Hoppe, and Sl of the hole, ed Er 
Trl | . them- 


20 be Glory! GO 7 
themſelves according to thoſe Laws of Reaſon, 
Religion and Virtue, to which all rational Crear 
tures gught to be ſubjected hat ui by ack now. 
ledging him to be the true and only Gon, by 
getting and ſpreading juſt and worthy Notions 
of him, by paying that Honour, Reverence, and 
Worſhip, which are due to him, and him alone, 
as the Supreme Author, Preſerver, and Gover- 
nor of all Things, by living and acting at all 
Times and Places under the moſt affecting Senſe 
of their Obligations to him, by promoting che 
Deſigns of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs in every 
Way and Manner that they ought: and. finally, by 

ractiſing themſelves, and encouraging in others, 
all Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs, and Truth, which tend 
to (42) His Glory and Praiſe'; for without them 
the Moral World would be 2 B Ne — 

and Miſery. 
Bur in Caſe ſuch Miſchief nn 
by the Folly or Preſumption of their - Fellow- 
Creatures; if any of them ſhould turn Apo- 
ſtates, to their G op, and revolt from 318 Laws 
of Creation and Government; if ever Error, 
Idolatry, and Wickedneſs, ſhould, by the Abuſe 
of Reaſon and Liberty, break into the original 
Conſtitution of Things; it would then become 
the Duty of the Innocent and Good, to do all 
they can, by proper Means, to undeceive, and re- 
n the Tranſgreſſors, thus making them to ( 
glo- 


@ Philip. i. 11. G) Revs; Xs 33, - Wi. 9. Jab. vii. 19. 
Jer. xiii. 16. 
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glorifie Gop by their Repentance.— And (a) for this 
purpoſe, the Son f Gov was manifefted, that he 
might! deſtroy the Works 'of Kpoſtate Spirits, che 
Dewi, and his Followers; by diſcovering the Di- 
vine Perfections, which to the Reproach of Pa- 
gun Reaſoners were unknown; by condemning, in 
che plaineſt and iſevereſt Terms, all idolatrous 
and immoral Practices; by republiſhing and rein- 
forcing the Laws of natural Reaſon and Religion, 
and by making effectual Proviſion in his Goſpel, 
for reſtoring the Kingdom of Gop, and his Right- 
eouneſs and Glory among Men, who had changed 
the Truth of him into a Lie, and lived as without 
him in the World, being corrupt, diſobedient, 
and to every good Work reprobate. 
FROM thisdhort View it is eaſie to diſcover 
the Nature of the general Duty recommended in 
my Text: and our Obligations to it will be very 
evident from the following Reflections. — As the 
whole Intellectual World is in Reaſon, as well 
as by the Light of Revelation, to be looked upon 
as one Body politic, of which toe ourſelves are 
Citizens, and Gop the Sovereign: So it is our 
Duty, as it / is h, Glory, to conſult and promote 
tha Intereſt of the whole; by making our Actions 
ſuitable and correſpondent”! to his original and 
all- wiſe Schemes of Creation and Providence. 
.— This is a. Leſſon we may learn from thoſe bleſ- 
of Inhabitants! of Heaven, who ſurround the 
ne 
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Throne of the Almighty, and in Obedience to 
him (whom they inceſſantly adore, love, and 
imitate ) are ever vigilant, and as it were upon. 
the Wing to do his Pleaſure, and advance the 
Intereſts of his Kingdom. And as they are united 
into a natural Communion and Fellowſhip with 
all rational Creatures; ſo the Apoſtle aſſures us, 
that they are all mini/tring Spirits, taking Charge 
of others as well as of themſelves, and never 
weary in promoting the Glory of God, and the 
Salvation of Men. The /ame Mind therefore 
ſhould be in us, as is in them; every one of us 
ſhould conſider himſelf as a Member in he (4) 
Family of Gov, and then conſpire, and co-operate 
with the Angels, to his Glory, and the general 
Good of our Fellow-Servants.— We ſhould, as 
much as lieth in us, procure their temporal, ſpi- 
ritual and eternal Advantage; for thus we per- 
form the moſt proper and excellent Work, 
whereof we are capable, we are as well and glo- 
riouſly employed, as the happieſt Angel in Hea- 
ven, nay, we are acting in God's Stead; and cor- 
recting all Irregularities that have happened in 
the moral World. . 

AND indeed this is the main End of all the 
Bleflings we enjoy, by Nature, Providence, or 
Grace. Theſe are the proper Uſes, for which 
they were entruſted with us, by our great Lord 

B and 


- (6) £pb, iii. 15. 
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and Maſter ; and if they are not thus employed, 
if we give not him the Glory of them; we are 
falſe to our Truſt, and ungrateful to our Bene- 
factor. But our Obligations riſe much higher 
as we are Chriſtians, for it was to (a) bring 
Glory to Gon, and on Earth Peace, and good 
Will to Men, that our Lord and Saviour left the 
Boſom of the Father; it was to redeem our Souls 
from Sin, Miſery, and Death, that he offered 
the Sacrifice of himſelf : and if ſa, no Inference 
is more natural or juſt than that of St. Paul, 
() Ye are bought. with a Price, therefore glo- 
rifie Gop in your Body, and in your Spirit, 
which are Gov's. We are his Servants by 
Creation, and in a more engaging Manner, by 
Redemption ; we have therefore nothing that 
we can call our own, ſeparate from his In- 
tereſt and Service: and on this Account, we 
ought (c) not to live unto our ſelves, but unto 
him, that died and roſe again for us. But no 
Man can be more properly ſaid to live 10 Chrift, 
than he, who carries on the fame gracious Pur- 
poſes, which he purſued in (4) his Life, Death, 
and Reſurrection, and is now finiſhing at Go p's 
right Hand ; than he, who goes about doing 
Good, and makes it his chief Buſineſs and De- 


and 


(s) Lake ii. 14. (6) 1 Cor, vi. 20. (e) Rem. Av. 7, Kc. 2 Cor. 


v. 15. (e Rom. xiv. 9. | 
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and Vertue; thus miniſtring co the Glory of 

Gov, and the Happineſs of Men in che * that 
now is, and in that which is to come. 

Having thus gone through the Nature 0 


Obligations of the Duty 2 by the Apqhele, 
I ſhall proceed, 


II. Secondly, To conſider the Extent of it; 


and it reaches to all rational, created Bein 
But I ſhall apply it only to ourſelves, as 


and Chriſtians, according to the ſeveral Abiliries, 
Opportunities, and Stations, we may enjoy under 
the Providence of Gon. 

As to Sovereign Princes, who move in the 
higheſt Spheres of human Life, and act under 
the Almighty, as his more immediate Miniſters 
and Vicegerents, they ought to be, what the (a) 
P/almiſt ſtyles them, Gops on Earth. —They 
ought to rule in bis Fear, as well as by his Au- 
thority, and model the Laws of their reſpective 
Kingdoms, according to the wiſe and righteous 
Plan, by which the Univerſe is governed. It 
would be an unpardonable Breach of Truſt in 
them (ſince they hold their Power by Divine 
Appointment) not to employ it in ſecuring the 
Worſhip, Honour, and Obedience that are due to 
him, from whom they receive it, and co whomthey 
muſt at laſt account for it. (5) It muſt be an 


oo gens Duty on them to be careful, above 
= VO all 


(% Pal. Ixxxii. 8. (5) His Majeſty ! Proclamation. 
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all other Things, not only to reſtrain and ſup- 
preſs all Vice, Prophaneneſs and Immorality ; 
but alſo to preſerve and advance the Honour 
of Almighty Gop, by whom Kings reign; to 
eſtabliſh true Religion, to enforce univerſal 
Vertue by Civil Laws, and to encourage the 
Practice of them by diſtinguiſhing Marks of 
Royal Favour; thus glorifying the Governor of 
the Univerſe, and at the ſame Time acting by 
as wiſe Reaſons of State, as Solomon himſelf, 
who aſſures us (a) that Righteouſneſs exalteth a 
Nation, and that Sin is the Reproach of any 
People; for the Fear, Worſhip, and Service of 
Gop, are the only Foundations on which Civil 
Society can be built immoveably, and on which 
the Happineſs of any Prince or People moſt of 
all depends, either in the natural, or ſupernatural 
ordering of Providence. 

I T was, I believe, the irrefiſtible Force of 
theſe Truths, which obliged a modern Writer, 
(notwithſtanding his Averſion to religious Efta- 
bliſhments) to confeſs, © That (5) the Law of 
« Nature, and what can be built thereon, ſhould 
be enforced by the Civil Sanctions of the 
« Magiſtrate ; and (c) that good Laws ought to 
be made for the Promotion of Virtue, Piety, 
and Learning; and (4) that the Zeal of His 


« moſt 


(a) Prov. xiv. As (b) The Scheme of Literal Prophecy, in 12, p. 
414. p. 43. (0 P. %. 
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* moſt Sacred Majeſty King GEORGE is juſt, 
which excites him to publiſh a Proclamation 
for putting the Laws in Execution againſt 
Vice, Prophaneneſs, and Immorality, againſt 
real Wickedneſs, and Libertiniſm“. ———Af- 
ter which, I know not how to account (unleſs 
from the ſtrongeſt Prejudices) for his allowing 
(a) true Chriſtianity no better Quarter than a 
bare Toleration——— This it ought to have in 
Heathen Countries; but Princes, who believe 
it to be a Divine Revelation, ought certainly in 
Conſcience, as well as good Policy, to eſtabliſh 
it by Law, and when eſtabliſhed, ro encourage 
and defend it, (without hindring a ſerious, decent, 
and impartial Enquiry into its Grounds and 
Reaſons, and (b) without © puniſhing Men for 
© mere Speculations“) from ſuch rude, im- 
moral and unjuſt Attacks, as no Government 
ought to permit in civil Caſes, of the moſt 
trivial Nature, and much | leſs in the great 
Affairs of Religion, and the everlaſting Con- 
cerns of Souls. This methinks is but a modeſt 
Claim in Favour of the 5% Religion, which is 
a Debt of common Juſtice to the w Eſpe- 
cially ſince the Goſpel of Chrift, is a more ra- 
tional Scheme, and a better Support of civil 
Society, than any that the ancient Lawgivers 
and 


(s) The Stheme of Literal Prophecy, p. 413. 00 p. att | 
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and Philoſophers ever did, or the moſt cunning 
of modern Unbelievers can contrive; for the 
Literal Schematiſt allows (a) © Evangelical 
« Righteouſneſs (which with him is the ſame, 
« as the Law of Nature) to be ſo perfect, that 
« no Man will ever, or can perfectly practiſe it. 
Ir is in all Reſpects, ſo (5) © right a Theory, 
« without which it is impoſſible to have a 
„ right Practice, and good Laws made for the 
Promotion of Vertue, Piety and Learning; 
« that if it be tried by his own Catholic Teſt, 
(e) what is moſt for the Honour of Gon, - 
© what is moſt for the Good of Men, 
would ſoon become the Religion of the World 
If it was eſtabliſhed, and obſerved, as it 
ought to be (conſidering even its Credenda or 
Doctrines) nothing could have a more natural 
(4) Tendency, and powerful Influence to pro- 
mote the Honour of God, and the Good vf Men, 
by (e) teaching them to live foberly, righteouſfly, 
aud godly in this preſent World» How unpar- 
donable therefore, nay, inhuman, is x bitter 
Zeal: to deprecitte, malign, and ruin if 
Bor beſides! the public N and 
true Religion, which is due from Princes, they 
have it in their own private Power to do even 
more than the beſt, the wiſeſt, and the moſt 


Penal 

o) The Scheme Literal p. 416. (5)p. 413. 410. 
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Penal Laws, by giving them the Countenance 
and Faſhion of a good Example. For a good 
Example advanced .to ſo eminent an Height 
will, like the Sun in its Meridian Glory, not 
only ſpread its Light, but Influence every where; 
and give Life, Spirit and Vigor to all pious 
and good Deſigns; diffuſing Inſtruction, En- 
couragement to Vertue, and Motives to Reſor- 
mation of Manners, throughout a diffolute and 
ungodly Nation. The | ſame Advantages 
would follow in Proportion from the Conduct of 
all inferiour Magiſtrates in their reſpeRQive Stati- 
ons, if, according to Fethro's Counſel to Moſes, (a) 
Such were provided out of all the Peapie, as 
are able Men, Men of Truth, hating | Covetouſ- 
neſs, ſuch as fear Gon, and would, far Conſcience 
Sake, be eminent for the faithful Diſcharge of 
their Offices, for the honeſt Execution of the 
Laws, and the Exemplarineſs of, their. own 
Lives. 

No are thoſe only "DANES: in the great 
Duty of my Text, who are inveſted with Civil 
Authority; for the Reaſon of the Thing, and 
a Zeal for the Glory of Gop, ſhould excite all 
Perſons, who, tho' not in publick Poſts, are 
yet of eminent Rank in the World, well al- 
lied, graced with Honours, and abounding in 
Wealth, to employ all theſe Talents in the Ser- 
vice of that Being, who (5) maketh them to 


differ 


(s) D wii. 22. (8) 4 Cor. iv. 7. 
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differ from their Brethren ; for what have they 
that they did not receive ? now if they did receive 
it, they ſhould do every Thing to his Glory, from 
whom they received it. As they have a long 
Train of Servants and Dependents, it is eaſie 
for them to glorifie their Maker, and to turn 
many to Righteouſneſs, even by their Example, 
and much 'more by their Credit and Autho- 


rity.— How well and wiſely may they ſpend 


the ſuperfluous Mammon , Unrighteouſneſs to 
the Glory of Gos, by ſpreading the Knowledge 
of HIM and of his Cyr1sT throughout the 
World; by educating and inſtructing poor 
Children in the Principles of Religion, and in 
the Methods of Induſtry and honeſt Labour; 
by providing and diſperſing ſuch good Books, 
as will awaken Men to a Senſe of their Sins, 
and a Concern for their everlaſting Happineſs: 
and prevent all the Evils that flow from the 
Craftineſs and Learning of Infidels, (a) whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive unlearned, unſt able, or 
wicked Souls ? © 
As-to Men of Parts or Learning, they ought 
likewiſe to contribute towards making the 
World wiſer and better, as they may do, by diſ- 
playing the marvellous Wiſdom that diſcovers 
itſelf in our Creation and Redemption, in the 
moſt lively and affecting Figures of Eloquence; 
by 


(s) Eph. iv. 14. 2 Per. Ui. 16. 
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by ee as well as defending the Doctrine 
of G oD their Saviour, and by ſetting off the 
Practice of Religion and Virtue in the moſt en- 
gaging Manner. (a) But if inſtead of this good 
Uſe of them, they turn the moſt ſerious Things 
into Burleſque and Banter, and prophane the 
moſt ſacred, by blaſphemous jeſting and drollery, 
(as is too manifeſt in moſt of the modern Books, 
as well as Talk againſt them;) for all Things are 
alike eafie to be render'd ridiculous: by being 
repreſented only in a fooliſh and abſurd Dreſs. 
———  [f they do all they can to overturn natural 
Religion and Morality, by introducing Ne- 
ceſſity and Fate; if they rack their Inventions 
to weaken the Authority and Credibility of all 
Divine Revelation, and more particularly the 
Chriſtian; if they ranſack all the Stores of 
Learning for Objections, and not only ſo, but 
pervert almoſt every Thing they quote, 
and thus furniſh profligate Smatterers with 
ſome ſophiſtical Arguments, or Scraps of Li- 
terature, to ſupport them in their Infidelity and 
Vices ——If they do this knowingly and wil- 
fully, how great is their Guilt; and of how 
fore a Puniſhment will they be thought worthy 
in that Day, when Gos will be glorificd in his 
Juſtice, by rewarding or | puniſhing every Man 

* 1099 ac- 


() Dr. Clarke's Obſervations on ſuch Perſons in hit Boyle"; 
LeQuies, deſerve a particular Notice. Vol. 2. p. 28—31. 
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according to the good, or bad Uſe of his 
Talents? | 

Tu next Perſons, to whom the Duty of 
my Text extends in a more eſpecial Manner, 
are Parents, and Maſters of Families: and theſe 
it does oblige to keep up religious Worſhip and 
Diſcipline within their private Juriſdiftion, 
and to plant and cultivate ſuch Principles in 
their Children and Servants, as will, in all Pro- 
bability, make them continually live in the 
Fear of Gov, and do all Things # his Glory. 
—— This was, in the Judgment of Gop him- 
ſelf, a diſtinguiſhing good Quality in the Cha- 
racer of Abraham, that he (a) commanded his 
Children and his Houſhold after him, to keep the 
Way of the Lord, to do Fuſtice and Fudgment. 
—— Without this Care at home, it is in vain 
to hope for a thorough, publick Reformation; 
the Kingdom will never grow good, till pri- 
vate Families become, what they ought to be, 
Seminaries of Religion and Vertue. — And if 
it be apparent, that of late Years theſe have 
much declined in this great and populous City; 
the Miſchief, I believe, is owing to nothing 
more, than the too viſible Negle& of Parents 
and Maſters in theſe Reſpects; who, many of 
them, when the Buſineſs of the Day is over, 


make a conſtant Practice of ſpending whole 


Nights 


ow ) Gen. iii. 19. 
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Nights in gratifying their Vices or their Pleaſures, 
entirely neglecting Family-Devotion and Order, 
and oftentimes leaving their Apprentices, if not 


their Children and Servants, to go even where, 


and to do even what they pleaſe; to drink, to 
game, and to frequent the Play-houſes, where 
the Entertainmets are now become a, Reproach 
to common Senſe and Decency, as well as the 
chief Sources and Encouragements to all man- 
ner of Impiety, Iniquity, and Lewdneſs. 
And when young and giddy Perſons, whoſe 
Age diſpoſes them to be Lovers of Pleaſures, 
are thus prepared; what Wonder is it, that 
they war wanton, and fall into the Snares of 
impudent Harlots, who lie in wait for Prey 
in every Hole and Corner of our Streets: and 
afterwards rob their Maſters, or others, to 
maintain chemſelves in theſe expenſive and 
ruinous Vices. Nor is the Caſe much bet- 
ter on the Days, which, even by the Laws of 
the Land, ought to be kept holy to the Lord, 
ſince theſe are often made by Heads of Families, 
Times for mere bodily Reſt, for Diverſions: or 
Journeyings; whilſt they throw off all Concern 
for thoſe under their immediate Charge, taking 
no Care whether they worſhip, Gop in pub- 
lick, and with, a ſuitable Behaviour; or whe- 
ther they ſtay at Home in Idleneſs; or ramble 
to and fro about the Town, after their own 
youthful Luſts and D by which 

Cc 2 | Mean 


0} 1 1 44% 14 


: 
* 
. 
| 
, 
' 
| 
* 
i 


20 The Duty of doing all Thines 
Means they are never Catechiſed at all, ſeldom 
look into the Scriptures or other good Books, 
and at laſt loſe all Senſe of Gop and Religion, 
and a future State. ——Burt this methinks is ſo 
great, and ſenſible an_Evil, and hath had ſuch 
diſmal Effects in many Families, as ought, (to 
uſe the Words of Archbiſhop Tillotſon, in a 
Sermon (a) concerning Family-Religion) as ought, 
I fay, © to put us in Mind of, and determine us 
to recal © thoſe happy Days, when Families went 
« to the Houſe of Gov in Companies; and Fa- 
« thers and Maſters had their Children and 
« Servants continually under their Eye, and 
ce they were all united in their Worſhip 
© and Devotion, both in their own Houſes, 
and in the Houſe of Gop; and by this 
“ Means the Work of Education and Inſtru- 
« ction was effectually carried on, and a ſteady 
a Authority and decent Order was maintained 
“in Families; Men were edified and built up 
in Religion, and Gop in all 7. bings was 
% glorified.” | 
Bur, /aftly, there is no Perſon in the moſt 
private Circumſtances, who may not in ſome 
Meaſure and Degree promote the Glory of GOD 
by doing his own Duty. He can reform him- 
ſelf, and ſet a good Example unto others.—— 
There is a. Beauty in the ſilent and retired 
Ver- 


(s) Serm. L. p. 602, iu Folio. 
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Vertues of a pious, ſober, regular, and in- 
offenſive Life, which makes indeed but little 


Shew or Noiſe, and yet is in Fact very amiable 


and attractive, and gets, by inſenſible Degrees, a 
ſtrong and happy Influence upon the Minds 
and Manners of thoſe, who converſe with Per- 


ſons of this Character, and engages them by the 


alluring Sight of good Works, to go and do like- 
wiſe, and thus (a) glorifie their Father which is 
in Heaven,——Jt is moreover in the Power df 
every one to-admoniſh others of their Duty, 
to counſel and reprove on all fit Occaſions. with 
Prudence and Diſcretion, and if Need be, to 
be aſſiſting to the Magiſtrate in the Execution 
of ſuch Laws, as the Wiſdom of the State have 
thought neceſſary for the Honour of Gop, and 
for the publick Good; as well as for the Pu- 
niſhment and Terror of Evil-deers, when they ate 
paſt all the Reſtraints of Shame and common 
Decency, and become Nuſances and Plagues to 
human Society, and cannot otherwiſe be /aved, 
(5) than by pulling them out of the Fire. But 
in theſe Caſes our Conduct muſt make it evi- 
dent, that we have no other View than the 
Glory of Gop, the publick Good, and (c) the 
Profit of our Neighbour, that he may be ſaved. 
It is, /aſtly, in the Power of every one not to (d 


love 


(s) Mat. v. 16. _ Jude ver. 23. (e) 1 C. x. 33. (0 
Joh. Xii. 43. LE ne! 
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love the Praiſe of Men, more than the Praiſe 
of Gor; to ſignifie a Diſlike to every Thing 


that has the leaſt Tincture of Impiery, and 
not to be aſhamed of owning and profeſſing 
a Zeal for Gop's Glory, and a Love to Vertue 
amidſt Garinfayers, To this purpoſe the Son 
of Sirach ſpeaks, (a) Of theſe Things be not 
« thou aſbamed, and accept no Perſon to ſin 
2 thereby : of the Law of the moſt High, and 

©, his Covenant, and of Judgment, to-juſtifie (or 
«© make. righteous}, the Ungodly. ———This is a 
Duty, which no Chriſtian can neglect, without 
the utmoſt Hazard of his own! Salvation, for 
whoſoever (ſaith (b) our Bleſſed Saviour ſhall be 
aſhamed / Me, and of my Words, in an adul- 
teraus and ſinful Generation, of him alſo | ſhall . 
the Son of Man be aſhamed, when he cometh in 
the Glary of. bis Father, with the holy Angels. 
Bur it were endleſs - to deſcribe all poſſible 
Methods of glorifying Gop : Of theſe, every 
Man's Conſcience: (if he allows it a Liberty of 
ſpeaking freely) will be a faithful Monitor. 
lt is enough for me to ſay in general, that 
we muſt direct all our Actions to this End, and 
that we muſt exert the Power we have, be it 
little or be it much. We muſt {(c) finiſh the 
Work, which Gop hath given -us ts do, by ufing 
all. the Talents, Opportunites and Means we 


En- 
{4} 


e WI 1 aer , 14 +» 60 EY 
e Ecelus, xlii. 1, 2. (5) Mark viii. 38. (e) 70h. xvi ß; 


1 te Glory F COD. 23 
enjoy, towards promoting the Intereſts of Truth, 
Vertue and Religion in the World, and over- 
throwing the uſurped Dominion of the ) 
Prince ef the Power of, the. Air, the Spirit tbat 
now ( poſſeſſeth or) worketh in the Children of 
Diſobegtence, | 

FoR theſe Reaſons it was that I choſe the 
Words of the Apoſtle in my Text, to ſpeak to 
at this Time: and becauſe the Application of 
them to our preſent Meeting, is the moſt obvious 
and proper Inference I can make. For if the 
End of my appearing here be, as. I think it is, 
to excite the Zeal of every one who hears me, 
to contribute all that in him lies, towards re- 
forming a wicked Age, and turning Men from 
the Power of Satan wnto Gop; what ſingle 
Motive can I name, what Argument or Reaſon 
can I urge more effectual to this End, than the 
Glory. of Him, in whom We all live, move, and 
have our Being? eſpecially fince his Glory will be 
then moſt illuſtriouſſy diſplayed, when we and all 
his Creatures become as wiſe, good, and happy as 
we can be, and moſt; ike himſelf. —The Com- 
mand in my Text muſt appear, from what I have 
ſaid upon it, to be ſo binding in the Reaſon of it, 
and ſo extenſive in its Obligation, that I believe 

it 


(s) In theſe Words St. Paul points out the Devil, the Prince of 
the revolted Part of the Creation, which ſtands in Oppoſition to, 
and is at War with the Kingdom of Je Chr. EN N is 
the proper Term, whereby in the Greek is ſignified the Poſſeſſion 
and acting of any Perſon by an evil Spirit. Sec Locke on the Parr. 
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it will be hard for any reaſonable Creature in the 


Univerſe, not Apoſtatized from Go p, to think 
himſelf exempted from obeying it, according to 
the Meaſure and Degree of his Opportunities and 
Abilities.—It is I am ſure a Work, in which all 
good Chriſtians ſhould unite their Counſels, 
Wealth and Power: ſince the Succeſs of it moſt 
nearly concerns the Glory of their Maker and 
Redeemer, the Proſperity of their Country, and 
the everlaſting Happineſs of Men, —The Ends 
propoſed by theſe Societies are without Diſpute 
commendable and good; the only Queſtion is about 
the Means: And that Thoſe Perſons who make a 
Queſtion about theſe may be thoroughly ſatisfied; 
Be ſure, my Brethren, to uſe none other, than 
what are reaſonable, prudent, and Chriſtian ; ſuch - 
as the Laws of Gop, and of this Kingdom will 
Jjuſtifie, even thoſe very Methods (a) which your 
own Rules and Orders preſeribe.Uſe them with 
the utmoſt Diſcretion, as well as the pureſt Inten- 
tions; (5) See that ye walk circumſpectly, becauſe 


the Days are evil; Let there be no juſt Suſpicion 


of your acting upon any private Intereſt or Ma- 
lice, upon Prejudice, or ſpiritual Pride: But above 
all, be not ye Evil-doers, Falſe-Accuſers, or even 
Buſie- Bodies in other Mens Matters, (c) which are 


"A to the my 8 G 0D, and the Salvation of 


Souls, 
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Souls, that fo (a) your Good may never be evil. 
Jpoken of, or miſcarry thro' an imprudent, or bad 
Conduct. Excuſe me for thus ſpeaking, as if 1 
thought (whatever others may do) that ye really 
want ſuch Advice; for I have great Reaſon ro 
believe you do not, (5) becauſe your Rules and Or- 
ders have convinced me that ye have taken from 
the Beginning, all poſſible Care in theſe ReſpeRs : 
and what is more, (c) your Conduct hitherto 
ſtands ſo fair and unexceptionable, that your 
Enemies have never been able juſtly to charge 
any Vices or Irregularities on thoſe, who have 
been employed by you. 

As ye have therefore a good Conſcience, and 
the beſt of Cauſes to ſupport you; Be ſtrong, 
my Brethren, quit yourſeves like Men, like Chri- 
ftians, and like faithful Servants of your Gop; 
Act (d) as 4 People that know Righteouſneſs, in 
whoſe Heart is his Law; Fear ye not the Re- 
proach of Men, neither be ye afraid of their Re- 
vilings ; Be not diſcouraged by any Oppoſition or 
ill Treatment from his Enemies; (e) Think no- 
thing of this Kind ffrange, as tho ſome ſtrange 
Thing happened unto you ; for this was, and is the 
Fate of your Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, and if ye thus 
ſuffer, and be reproached on his Account, happy 

D are 


(s) Rows. xvi. 16. (6) 4 Help to @ National Reformation, p. 30. 
(e) The xxxvth Account of the Progreſs of the Society, p. 39.31. (a) 
Iſa. li. 7. (e) 1 Per. iv. 12-14. 
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26 The Duty of doing all Things 
are ye; for the Spirit of Glory, and of Gop, 


reſteth ufgon you: On their Part He is evil ſpo- 
ken of, but on your Part He is glorified. 

BuTin this Reſpect alſo the Members of theſe 
Societies ſeem not to need either Advice, or Ex- 
hortation; the many excellent Books which 
they diſperſe every Year, the Numbers they re- 
form, or reſtrain in their Vices, proclaim abroad 
their exemplary and fervent Zeal, their active 
and unwearied Diligence in guarding our moſt 
holy Religion from the Attempts of its Ene- 
mies on every Side, and in reſtoring Piety and 
Vertue to a degenerate Age. 

I would to Gop, my Brethren, that all who 
hear me this Day, were altogether, or even al- 
moſt ſuch, as Ye are; And that they may be ſo, 
Let them conſider, that Je are carrying on the 
Work and Glory of Gop, by deſtroying the Works 
of the Devil; that Yours is an Angelical Em- 
ployment, and indeed the very ſame, which the 
Son of Go exerciſed on Earth. To promote 
God's Glory, and to be inſtrumental in making 
Men wiſe, good and happy, is to be © a good 
Angel, a Saviour, nay, a God unto them.” Let 
them imagine how (a) conſtant a Pleaſure it 
muſt be to you to ſee the Saints multiplying on 
Earth, thro' your Means: and how your Joy 


muſt increaſe, as oft as Ye look forward to that 


Day, when your ( LORD Hall come to be glo- 
rified 
(s) eh. ii. 19, 20. (8) 2 Thifſ. i. 10. 


to the Glory f GOD. 27 
rified in his Saints; when Ye ſhall Hand before 
the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, ſurrounded by a 
Multitude of thoſe, of whoſe Salvation ye have 
been Helpers: A Sight (a), at which Angels 
will rejoice, For every ignorant Perſon ye in- 
ſtruct, every weak one ye ſtrengthen, every 
Sinner ye reform, and every Infidel ye convert, 
ſhall appear to be Witneſſes of your doing 
Things to the Glory of Gop: And after your 
Judge ſhall have pronounced you bleſſed of his 
Father on this Account, they ſhall grace your 
triumphant Entry into Heaven, where your Re- 
ward ſhall be great, and Ye ſhall for ever en- 
joy ſuch Happineſs, as Thought cannot con- 
ceive, much leſs Words expreſs by the brighteſt 
Images of ſenſible Things; ſo that I can only 
tell you, that your Degrees of Glory will be 
proportioned to your Proficiency in good Works ; 
and that as it is now in the Firmament of Hea- 
ven, where ( one Star differeth from another 
Star in Glory, and the Sun outſhineth them all; 
ſo alſo ſhall it be hereafter in the Kingdom of 
it, where (c) the Wiſe, the Good, and they that 
turn many to Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine forth as the 
Stars and Sun for ever and ever. 

My Heart's Deſire therefore, and Prayer to 
God is this, that the Bleſſing of his Grace and 


Pro- 


(s) Lyke XV. 10. (6) 1 Cor, XV. 41. le) Dan. xii. 3. Mat. xili. 43> 
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Providence, may always accompany and proſper 


your Endeavours for the Enlargement of his 


- Kingdom, and the ſpreading of his Glory : And 


that he may ſo fill up the Number of his Elect, 


as that there may be, at the Conſummation of 


all Things, an innumerable Aſſembly of the Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfect; ſuch an one, as will be 
worthy of thoſe great and glorious Manfions, 
which his Beloved Son hath prepared for us. 


To which, Gop of his infinite Good- 
neſs bring us all, thro' the Merits of 
CHRIST JEsus, and the Sanctification 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; to whom be Honour and 
Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Five and Thirtieth 


ACCOUNT 


OF THE 
PROGRESS made in the 


Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
And Places adjacent, 


By the Societies for Promoting 
a Reformation of Manners ; 


By Furthering the Execution of the LA ws 
againſt Profaneneſs and Immorality, 
and by other Chriſtian Methods. 


HE Reaſonableneſs of Uniting in 
Societies, for the more effectual 

carrying on a Work of this Na- 
ture, need not. * further proved, after 
what has been ſaid with ſo much Advan- 
tage upon that Subject in the Annual Re- 


formation Sermons ; as alſo by the excellent 
E Author 
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Author of the Whole Duty of Man, who, in 
his Treatiſe of the Canſes of the Decay of 
Chriſtian Piety, hath this remarkable Paſ- 
ſage : The Scandal, ſaith he, brought upon 
Religion, as it was not contratted by the Ir- 
regularities of one or two Perſons, but by afſo- 
ciated and common Crimes ; ſo neither will it 
be removed by a few ſingle and private Re- 
formations. *T here muſt be Combinations and 
publick Confederacies in Virtue, to ballance 
and counterpoiſe thoſe of Vice, or ſhe will ne- 
ver recover that Honour which ſhe acquired 
by the general Piety of her Profeſſors. 


 TrANKxs be to God, many ſuch Combi- 
nations and publick Confederacies are now 
in Being, who make it a great Part of their 
Buſineſs to oppoſe aſſociated, as well as par- 
ticular Offenders. 


Tur Societies for Reformation of Manners 
are eminently of that Number : And the 
Uſefulneſs of ſuch Confederacies is viſible 
from what has been actually brought about 
by means of the ſaid Socicties, far beyond 
what could have been hoped for from any 
private Endeavours. Multitudes, for more 
than Thirty Tears laſt paſt, have been proſe- 
cuted, and puniſhed according to Law, for 
lewd and ſcandalous Practices. Great Num- 
hers of Bawdy-Houſes, and other Diſorderly 
Houſes, have been ſuppreſſed and ſhut up; 
and the Streets very much purged from the 

wretch- 
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wretched Tribe of Night-walking Proftitutes, 
and moſt detęſtalle Srdomites. Many young 
Men, taken with lewd Women, have, 
their being brought to timely Shame and 
Puniſhment, been diſcouraged, and turned 
(as we have Reaſon to hope) from follow- 
ing ſuch ſinful Courſes, which often cauſe 
them to defraud their Parents, Maſters, Oc. 
and bring themſelves to utter Ruin. More- 
over, many Thouſands of good Books have 
been diſperſed by theſe Societies throughout 
the Kingdom, and put into the Hands of 
lewd and profane Perſons, to awaken them 
to a Senſe of their Sins. By theſe various 
Methods, many Perſons have, by the Bleſſing 
of Gop, been brought to a Senſe of their 
Sin and Danger ; and tho' they have at firſt 
been exaſperated againſt the Inſtruments of 
awakening them out of their dreadful Le- 
thargy, and ſtopping them in their ſinful 
Courſes ; yet have they afterwards bleſſed 
Go for their Recovery, and been heartily 
thankful to thoſe, who had been ſervice- 
able to them therein. 


Txr1s Undertaking, begun by a very few 
Perfons, has mightily ſpread it ſelf, not on- 
ly in Great Britain, but in Foreign Parts. 
And the great Good which, by God's Bleſ- 
ſing, has been done by the ſaid Societies, 
has very much animated their Endeavours. 
They likewiſe have been encouraged by ſe- 
veral Royal Proclamations, Orders of Seſſi- 
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ons, Preſentments of Grand-Juries in many 
Counties in England ; by the Lord-Mayors 
and Court of Aldermen of the City of Lon- 
don ; by many Sermons of the Right Reve- 
rend the Biſhops, and other eminent Di- 
vines, preached to the Societies, and by the 
Writings of other learned Men ; as alfo by 
the ſolemn Approbation of a conſiderable 
Number of Lords Spiritual and 'Temporal, 
and the Honourable Judges of England and 
Ireland, and the Commiſſioners of ſeveral 
Proteſtant Churches. 


Ir muſt be confeſſed, That Profaneneſs 
and Debauchery do very much abound, 
for Want of a more general and hearty 
Concurrence in this Work of Perſons of 
all Orders amongſt us, in Proportion to the 
Greatneſs of the Concerp. 


Tu faid Societies have proſecuted, and 
been aſſiſting in Proſecuting, from the Fir/# 
of December 1728, to the Firſt of Decem- 
ber 1729, a Conſiderable Number of Perſons 
for the following Crimes and Offences, pig. 
For Sdomitical and other Di/Jorderly Pra- 
tices ; for keeping Diſorderly Houſes ; Pro- 
phane Swearing and Curſfimg, and Exerciſing 
their Trades or Ordinary Callings on the 
Lord's-Day. | 
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Tu Total Number of Perſons porſecu- 
ted in or near London only for Debauchery 
and Profaneneſs, for 38 Years laſt paſt, are 
calculated at about 96326. 4 


THEy have alſo been aſſiſtant in bring- 


ing to Puniſhment ſeveral Sodomitical 


Houſes, as well as divers Perſons for Sodomy, 
and Sdomitical Practices, who have been 
proſecuted by the Direction, and at the 
Charge of the Government. 


Ir Impiety and Debauchery had gone 
on ſpreading and increaſing among us for 
the laſt Thirty Nears, at that prodigious 
rate as they did for many Years before, we 
had aſſuredly been one of the moſt profli- 
gate Nations in the World ; which muſt 
probably have reduced us to a very miſe- 
rable Condition long before now : 'Thus by 
the Bleſſing of Gop upon the various En- 
deavours that have been uſed by the ſeveral 
Societies, a great Check hath been given 
to the Prevalency of the moſt ſcandalous 
Vices, and in many Inſtances, a viſible alte- 
ration has enſued. 


Tuoss therefore that have a juſt Zeal 
for the Honour of Gop and Religion; who 
defire to prevent the ſpreading of the Le- 
proſie of Sin; who are unwilling to have 
their Children and other Relations, or their 
Friends and Servants, corrupted by ill Ex- 
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amplesand wicked Allurements : Thoſe that 


ſincerely wiſh well to thoſe excellent and 
hopeful Nurſeries of Piety and good Man- 
ners, the CHARITY-ScHoors ; and would be 
heartily grieved to ſee the Chriſtian Inſtru- 
ction and pious Education that Children re- 
ceive therein, miſcarry, through prevailing 
open Temptations to Wickedneſs, and a ge- 
neral Contempt of Religion : Thoſe, laſtly, 
who have any due Love to their Country, 
and would prevent a National Guilt, and 
thereby keep off National Judgments, can- 
not poſſibly, one would think, but heartily 
approve and aſſiſt this uſeful Deſign for ſup- 
preſſing Profaneneſs and Immorality. 


Now, Whereas ſome have moſt malici- 
ouſly inſinuated, That it is not Refor- 
mation Which is intended, but the get- 

ting of Money from the Delinquents ; 
and by ſuch baſe and vile Reports have 
i ed on ſome very well-meaning 
People : It is hereby declared to the 
World, That ſuch a Charge upon 
theſe Societics is abſolutely falſe. It 
is allowed that there have been ſome 
baſe and wicked Perſons (not engag'd 

or in the leaſt concerned in this Work 
who have extorted Money from Offen- 
ders, and ſometimes from honeſt Men. 
But all ſuch Practices are utterly dete- 
ſted by theſe Societies, (who, it is well 
known, have ſtrictly enquired _ 
| uch 
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ſuch Perſons, and when diſcovered, 
have brought them to Puniſhment) nor 
do they know or believe, that any who 
are engaged with them are chargeable 
with ſuch vile Practices. And to pre- 
vent, as much as is poſſible, all Suſpicion 
of a mercenary Deſign or Principle in 
any that act in the Buſineſs of Reforma- 
tion, the GENTLEMEN concern d have 
all along recommended and inſiſted upon 
it with their Friends, that thoſe who give 
Information againſt Vice or Profaneneſs, 
ſhould never receive that Part of the 
Penalty which the Law allows the 
Informer; and it has not come to their 
Knowledge, that any ſuch Perſon hath 
acted otherwiſe. However, if at any 
Time hereafter it ſhould happen, that 
any Perſon, or Perſons, concerned in 
this good Deſign, ſhould: be chargeable 
with any of the evil Pra&ices before- 
mentioned, or even with taking the Re- 
ward which the Law allows them; it 
is humbly requeſted of all that are 
heartily concerned for the Intereſt of 
Religion, that they will give Notice 
thereof to any of the faid Societies. 


N. B. The Perſons concerned in this Deſign con- 


fine their Proſecutions to the Offences menti- 
on'd in this Account. | 
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A x p for the further preventi | 


ing any Ob. 
jections from thoſe who are too much fiſ- 
poſed to raiſe them, againſt this neceſſary 
Work; that there is more Regard had to 
the Puniſhment; than to the Converſion of 
prophane and vicious Perſons; it may not 
be improper to acquaint the World; That 
in Conjunction with the other pious and 
proper Methods of Inſtruction, Admonition, 
and Reproof, the number of Books written 
and publiſned for thoſe and the like Ends, 
and given away at their oẽn Charge, are 


calculated at above Four hundred and eigh- 
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